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I n  June  2017  t he  wor ld  l o s t  a  ded i ca t ed  doc to r ,

a  t a l en t ed  en te r t a i ne r ,  bu t  above  a l l ,  a  f r i end

who  was  l i k e  f am i l y  t o  us  a l l .  The  l i f e  o f  Dr .

B r andon  D .  Roge r s ,  a  r e s i den t  a t  R i ve r s i de

B ren twood  Med ica l  Cen te r ,  was  t r ag i ca l l y  cu t

sho r t ,  bu t  t he  l egacy  o f  h i s  commi tmen t  t o

med i c i ne ,  educa t i on ,  a r t s  and  t he  commun i t y

w i l l  be  ca r r i ed  on .  B randon ’ s  mus i ca l  t a l en t s

f i r s t  d rew  na t i ona l  a t t en t i on  f r om  t he  90 ’ s  h i t

g roup ,  Boyz  I I  Men ,  a f t e r  he  pos ted  a  v ideo  o f

h imse l f  s i ng ing  one  o f  t he i r  songs .  An  o f f e r  t o

j o i n  t hem  on  s t age ,  pe r f o rm ing  a t  t he  Mi r age

Ho te l  i n  Las  Vegas  i n  ea r l y  2017  soon  f o l l owed .

Sho r t l y  a f t e r ,  h i s  pe r f o rmance  ea rned  h im  an

inv i t a t i on  t o  aud i t i on  on  NBC ’ s  Amer i ca ’ s  Go t

Ta l en t  (AGT ) .  “My  i n sp i r a t i on  f o r  becom ing  a

doc to r  was  k i nd  o f  bo rn  ou t  o f  a  p re t t y  t ough

expe r i ence  when  I  was  abou t  s i x  yea r s  o ld , ”

B randon  r eca l l ed  du r i ng  a  March  2017  i n t e r v i ew

w i t h  AGT .  One  a f t e rnoon ,  he  a r r i v ed  home  f r om

schoo l  t o  f i nd  h i s  mothe r  i n  need  o f  eme rgency

med i ca l  t r e a tmen t .  “The  doc to r s  were  l i k e

he roes .  They  saved  he r  l i f e  and  i t  made  me  wan t

to  be  t he  doc to r  I  am  t oday . ”

Honoring a Life
Well Lived



B randon  passed  away  i n  an  au to  acc iden t  on

June  11 ,  2017— j u s t  weeks  be fo re  h i s

i n sp i r a t i ona l  aud i t i on  segmen t  cou ld  a i r .  Ove r

7 . 8  mi l l i on  peop le  have  v i ewed  h i s  AGT

pe r f o rmance  on  YouTube .

 

On  Oc tobe r  29 ,  2017  R i ve r s i de ,  i n  pa r t ne r sh ip

w i t h  t he  Roge r s  f am i l y ,  announced  p l ans  t o

hono r  h i s  memory  i n  a  b ig  way .  “The  Dr .

B r andon  D .  Roge r s  S imu l a t i on  Lab  a t  R i ve r s i de

Reg iona l  Med ica l  Cen te r  wi l l  t r a i n  t h i s

gene ra t i on  o f  doc to r s ,  and  t he  nex t  gene ra t i on

o f  doc to r s  and  t he  gene ra t i on  o f  doc to r s  a f t e r

t ha t , ”  sa id  RRMC  Med ica l  A f f a i r s  V ice  P res i den t

D r .  Ch r i s t ophe r  S to l l e ,  add res s i ng  t he  r oom  f u l l

o f  B randon ’ s  f am i l y  and  f r i ends  ce l eb r a t i ng

wha t  wou ld  have  been  h i s  t h i r t i e t h  b i r t hday .

S imu l a t i on  Labs  o f f e r  r ea l  l i f e  s i t ua t i ons—

eve r y th i ng  f r om  beds ide  manne r  and  d i agnos i s

unde r  p res su re  t o  ac tua l  t r e a tmen t— i n  a  sa f e

and  r egu l a t ed  env i r onmen t .  The  concep t  i s

s im i l a r  t o  t he  t r a i n i ng  o f  a i r l i ne  p i l o t s  who  t a ke

pa r t  i n  s imu l a t ed  f l i gh t  scena r i o s ,  bo th

s t anda rd  and  unusua l ,  t o  t e s t  know ledge  and

sk i l l s .

 

The  Dr .  B randon  D .  Roge r s  S imu l a t i on  Lab

ho lds  t he  p rom i se  t o  advance  bo th  t he  sc i ence

and  t he  a r t  o f  med ic i ne  wh i l e  a l so  suppo r t i ng

R i ve r s i de ’ s  miss i on  t o  ca re  f o r  o the r s  as  we

wou ld  ca re  f o r  t hose  we  l o ve .  The  R i ve r s i de

Founda t i on  p l ans  t o  r a i s e  $350 ,000  t owa rds

th i s  mu l t i -mi l l i on -do l l a r  l ab  wi th  t he  suppo r t  o f

ou r  commun i t y  and  B randon ’ s  f am i l y ,  f r i ends

and  f an s .  The  l ab  wi l l  p rov ide  i nnova t i ve ,  l i f e -

sav i ng  t r a i n i ng  t o  r e s i den t s  j u s t  l i k e  B randon .

A Remarkable
Legacy

"The Dr. Brandon D. Rogers
Simulation Lab at Riverside
Regional Medical Center will train
this generation of doctors, and the
next generation of doctors and the
generation of doctors after that."



Hea l t hca re  educa t i on  has  expe r i enced

s ign i f i c an t  changes  i n  r ecen t  yea r s .  S imu l a t i on

t r a i n i ng  has  been  a t  t he  f o r e f r on t  o f  t h i s

evo lu t i on .  

 

The  S imu l a t i on  and  T ra i n i ng  Cen te r  a t

R i ve r s i de  ep i t om i zes  t he  f u t u r e  o f  hea l t hca re  i n

ou r  commun i t y  f o r  bo th  pa t i en t s  and  p rov ide r s .  

More  t han  80  su rg i ca l  spec i a l i s t s ,  ove r  55

eme rgency  med ic i ne  p rov ide r s ,  med ica l

r e s i den t s  i n  mu l t i p l e  spec i a l t i e s ,  and  nume rous

o the r  nu r s i ng  and  c l i n i ca l  s t a f f  wi l l  bene f i t  f r om

th i s  s t a t e -o f - t he -a r t  t r a i n i ng  f a c i l i t y .  

 

A t  t he  co re  o f  t he  Cen te r  wi l l  be  t he  Dr .

B r andon  Roge r s  S imu l a t i on  Lab .  As  t he  Da i l y

P re s s  r epo r t ed ,  Newpo r t  News -based  gene ra l

con t r ac to r  and  cons t r uc t i on  company  W.M .

Jo rdan  Co . ,  wh ich  has  worked  on  mu l t i p l e

R i ve r s i de  p ro j ec t s ,  i s  dona t i ng  $100 ,000  f o r  t he

p ro j ec t ,  company  Execu t i ve  Cha i rman  John

Lawson  sa id .  W.M .  Jo rdan  has  been  us i ng

mode l i ng  and  s imu l a t i on  f o r  15  yea r s ,  so

Lawson  sa id  he  knows  i t s  va l ue .  “ I ’m  a  b ig

be l i e ve r  i n  con t i nu i ng  educa t i on  and  t he  use  o f

t he  l a t e s t  t echno logy , ”  Lawson  sa id .  “ I  t h i nk

you ’ l l  ge t  be t t e r  hea l t h  ca re . ”

 

The  Cen te r  wi l l  he lp  a t t r ac t  new  phys i c i ans  t o

t he  med ica l  r e s i dency  p rog rams  housed  wi th i n

R i ve r s i de .   These  r e s i den t s  j o i n  us  f o r  be tween

one  t o  f ou r  yea r s  as  a  c r i t i c a l  pa r t  o f  t he i r

c l i n i ca l  t r a i n i ng ,  and  o f t en  s t ay  t o  p rac t i ce  as

pa r t  o f  ou r  med ica l  commun i t y .   The  ab i l i t y  and

d i sc i p l i ne  t o  t r a i n  wi th i n  a  se t t i ng  such  as  t h i s

i s  r e f l ec t i ve  o f  t he  R i ve r s i de  Miss i on  –  t o  ca re

fo r  o the r s  as  we  wou ld  ca re  f o r  t hose  we  l o ve .

 

The Center for Medical Education
and Simulation Training



As  a  means  o f  hono r i ng  t he  goa l s

and  t he  miss i on  t ha t  Dr .  Roge r s

pu r sued ,  t he  Roge r s  f am i l y  has

pa r t ne red  wi th  t he  R i ve r s i de

Founda t i on  t o  es t ab l i sh  t he  Dr .

B r andon  D .  Roge r s  Memor i a l  Fund .

Th i s  spec i a l  ph i l an th rop i c

oppo r t un i t y  was  c rea t ed  t o  nu r t u r e

the  con t i nu i ng  educa t i on  o f  new

doc to r s  i n  R i ve r s i de ’ s  phys i c i an

re s i dency  p rog ram ,  as  we l l  as

nu r ses ,  i n t e rn s ,  and  hea l t h  ca ree r

s t uden t s ,  by  suppo r t i ng  t he  Dr .

B r andon  D .  Roge r s  S imu l a t i on  Lab

a t  R i ve r s i de  Reg iona l  Med ica l

Cen te r  i n  Newpo r t  News ,  V i rg i n i a .

 

Fo r  more  i n f o rma t i on  abou t  how

you  can  he lp  b r i ng  t h i s  va l uab l e

r e sou rce  t o  ou r  commun i t y ,  p lease

con tac t  t he  R i ve r s i de  Founda t i on

a t  757 -234 -8740  o r  v i s i t

r i v e r s i deon l i ne . com / f ounda t i on /

 

Continuing the
Work
THE  BRANDON  D .  ROGERS

MEMOR IAL  FUND


